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In this issue...

Page 3 - 4: Singer Spotlight: The Janets! (Janet 
Lisle and Janet Wiggin)
Page 5: Composer Feature: Ruth Moody 
Page 6: Singer recommendations from the “Janets”

Want to be featured in our 
Singer Spotlight? Click here to 
complete the Questionnaire! 

Contact us at
aquidnecksingers@gmail.com
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSTKCoaCLjcdu7jrus8sKGoH6vrAET5ULFlQtu8q0aajph3w/viewform?usp=sf_link


Singer Spotlight:          Janet Lisle
Voice Part: Soprano 2
Favorite Aquidneck Singers song (so far)? 
Yo le canto todo el dia
Why is it your favorite song? It's a kind of 
music I haven't often sung before. So much 
fun when we get the syncopation right!
What is your favorite song that you have 
ever sung with a choir? Why? Parts of 
Missa Solemnis and Brahms German 
Requiem. Exaltation! Angels descend!
What is your "go-to" music? Bach 
Cantatas, Handel's oratorios, Hot Tuna!
What are THREE words you would use to 
describe yourself? Don't say that!
Occupation (if retired, what was your 
occupation?) lowly scribe
What cities/towns have you lived in 
throughout your life? Farmington CT, 
Northampton MA, Atlanta, GA, Petaluma CA., 
Montclair NJ, Little Compton
What is your “can’t live without” food? red 
wine, nightly
 

What is your idea of a perfect 
Saturday or "day off"? a wild hike 
along the California coast with friends
What is the last book you read? 
Barbara Pym's An Unsuitable 
Attachment
What is a book on your bedside table 
that you’ve been meaning to read, 
but haven't yet? Vladimir Nabokov: 
The Russian Years. (Honest Truth: I will 
never read this.)
What has been a challenge about 
quarantine? What has been a joy? 
The strangeness and awkwardness of 
keeping away from other humans/ The 
unexpected pleasures of solitude
What is an interesting thing about 
you that few people know? I'm in love 
with my cat. He has ambivalent feelings 
about me. 3



Singer Spotlight: 
Janet Wiggin

Voice Part: Soprano 1
Favorite Aquidneck Singers song (so far)? 
One Voice
Why is it your favorite song? It resonates with me 
because of its simple melodic beauty and the 
message it carries.
What is your favorite song that you have 
ever sung with a choir? Why? Benedictus by Brian Lewis.  It is a gorgeous arrangement
What is your "go-to" music? Blues, soul, folk, rock, jazz
What are THREE words you would use to describe yourself? Thoughtful, humorous, 
jolly
Occupation (if retired, what was your occupation?) Office administrator
What cities/towns have you lived in throughout your life? Montclair (NJ), NH(college), 
CT, Boston, Cincinnati, Columbus, back to NJ, Little Compton
What is your “can’t live without” food? A BLT sandwich with cheese and mustard
What is your idea of a perfect Saturday or "day off"? A long walk somewhere with my 
dog
Where would you like to travel that you have not been? Japan, the Philippines to meet 
my daughter-in-law and granddaughter
Where is a place you have visited that you would love to go back to? Yellowstone
What is an interesting thing about you that few people know? I'm a descendant of the 
Gardiner family who purchased Gardiners Island in the 1600's. It's located between the 
North and South Fork of Long Island.
What is the last book you read? A really crappy 99 cent novel I purchased on my Nook 
called "Montauk"
What is a book on your bedside table that you’ve been meaning to read, but haven't 
yet? I don't have one because the library is closed.
What has been a challenge about quarantine? What has been a joy? Missing out on 
being with my family. Having my son from the Philippines stuck here with me. 4



Composer Feature: Ruth Moody 

Ruth was a finalist in the USA Songwriting Competition and was recognized by the International Songwriting 
Competition for her song “One Voice,” which has gone on to be a signature song for The Wailin’ Jennys. It has been 
covered by countless artists and has been performed in concert halls, churches and schools throughout the world.

Ruth released her highly-anticipated full-length solo debut, The Garden, in 2010. Ruth’s sophomore album, 2013’s 
These Wilder Things, sees her experiment with a more urgent sound. Raw and personal, These Wilder Things is a 
stunning triumph.
thewailinjennys.com/bio/
--
One Voice (http://www.thewailinjennys.com/2010/one-voice/)
Excerpt from an interview with Ruth Moody, singer/songwriter/musician and member of The Wailin’ Jennys. 
Posted on Monday, February 8th, 2010.

Meet The Wailin’ Jennys, a Juno Award-winning Canadian trio of women from Winnipeg, Manitoba and New York, 
consisting of soprano Ruth Moody, mezzo Nicky Mehta, and alto Heather Masse who are certainly using their talents 
and gifts to move humanity in a beautiful and uplifting manner. 

Jerry: You and Nicky Mehta are the founding members of the trio. Where did you meet, and from where did the idea 
for the group originate?
Ruth: Nicky and I knew each other through the music scene in Winnipeg. I had been in a band full of boys, and I 
wanted to start a girl band. I’d grown up singing with my sisters. So, I approached Nicky, and we started working 
together. We played our first show to a packed house, and we liked the energy of the show, and we did another and 
then another.

Jerry: And the group name?
Ruth: A friend at the guitar shop kept coming up with a list of names for us, and most of them were awful. Then he 
came up with The Wailin’ Jennys, and we thought it was funny, and it stuck. The name has done us very well.

Jerry: How would you describe the type of music that comes from The Wailin’ Jennys?
Ruth: We call ourselves folk roots singers and singer/songwriters who sing three part harmony. You can hear 
different colors in our music, whether it’s traditional, folk, pop or jazz and blues.

Jerry: With the song One Voice, a personal favorite of mine, the song seems to have a double meaning. It’s 
apparent that “one voice” refers to the three of you, but the message also seems spiritual and worldly and a call for 
unity.
Ruth: That’s exactly right. I wanted to write something that is unifying, and I wrote it with the Jennys in mind. But you 
hit the nail on the head with the greater significance. We’re all coming from the same place. It’s disturbing how many 
people don’t get it that we’re all one. It’s important for people to spread that message.

Although best known for her work with The Wailin’ Jennys, soprano 
Ruth Moody is an artist of remarkable depth and grace in her own right. 
Critics have lauded her ethereal vocals, impressive multi-instrumentalism 
(she plays guitar, banjo, accordion, piano, and bodhrán), and her talent 
as a songwriter. Writing with a maturity and wisdom that belies her age, her 
songs are timeless, universal and exceptionally well-crafted, all sung with a 
unique intimacy and honesty that is unmistakably hers.
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http://thewailinjennys.com/bio/
http://www.thewailinjennys.com/2010/one-voice/


Singer Recommendations

Janet Wiggin says...
I selected these two because I gravitate towards books that speak 
to the characters and the land that they inhabit. I love reading 
about the frontier of the early west.

At the Edge of the Orchard by Tracy Chevalier: From internationally 
bestselling author Tracy Chevalier, a riveting drama of a pioneer 
family on the American frontier 1838: James and Sadie 
Goodenough have settled where their wagon got stuck - in the 
muddy, stagnant swamps of northwest Ohio. They and their five 
children work relentlessly to tame their patch of land, buying 
saplings from a local tree man known as John Appleseed so they 
can cultivate the fifty apple trees required to stake their claim on 
the property.

Janet Wiggin and Janet Lisle both suggest: 
News of the World by Paulette Jiles: In the aftermath of the Civil 
War, an aging itinerant news reader agrees to transport a young 
captive of the Kiowa back to her people in this exquisitely rendered, 
morally complex, multilayered novel of historical fiction from the 
author of Enemy Women that explores the boundaries of family, 
responsibility, honor, and trust.

The “Janets” recommend...

Janet Wiggin recommends the following 
shows/movies:

Seaside Hotel (Danish summer hotel, 1928, guests and staff)

Billions (hedge fund behemoth v. NY AG, addicting show)

Babies (documentary-so much we don't know!)

Janet Lisle also recommends...
To the Lighthouse, Virginia  Woolf
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https://www.amazon.com/Seaside-Hotel-Season-1/dp/B07VKPXTN8
https://www.amazon.com/Billions-Pilot/dp/B019ZUZSIE/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=billions&qid=1590601352&s=instant-video&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Babies-Bayar/dp/B003WKLOTQ/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=babies&qid=1590601371&s=instant-video&sr=1-1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/59716.To_the_Lighthouse?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=o5VN14O3Tv&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25817493-news-of-the-world?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=jJPK1jeVkO&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/24611681-at-the-edge-of-the-orchard

